HIS  AWAKENING              363
idden a killing of the joy which had permeated le man's whole being when he had at last ttained his goal, seems a hard task for a woman > accomplish ; and can only he explained by her naployment of the formless yet resistless force of ure indifference.
Balzac's awakening, the knowledge that the bsolute perfection he had dreamed of was only n ideal created by his own fancy, must have een inexpressibly bitter. Utter moral collapse ad vertigo were his portion, and chaos thundered i his ears, during his sudden descent from the eights clothed with brilliant sunshine, to the uzzling depths, where he groped in darkness and Dught in vain for firm footing. " Our poor dear .'iend" seems, for the moment, to have merited ven more sympathy than the measure accorded D him by his wife, in her intervals of leisure after aring for her pearl necklace.
Balzac's mother had, as we have already seen, Etken up her abode with Madame Surville, long efore  the often-deferred  appearance in Paris of er  son  and  daughter-in-law;   but Honore   had iven directions, that at any rate she was to leave he Rue Fortunee before he and his bride arrived, t would, he said, compromise her dignity to help nth the unpacking, and Madame Honore should isit her mother-in-law next day to pay her respects, ialzac was anxious that the first meeting should ake place at Laure's house rather than at Madame le   Balzac's  lodging  at Suresnes, as it was nowNevertheless, so quick a wearing out of the faithful and passionate love which had lasted for sixteen years, and soonly five daysalzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
